
 

ENTERTAIN YOUR FRIENDS OUTDOORS by Roger Urbaniak 

When weather permits, many of your friends and out of town guests will appreciate the opportunity to 

visit with you while participating in an activity that allows everyone to be out in the sunshine.  I usually 

keep a list of ideas handy to share with my friends to see what might interest them.   Lists often include 

activities that interest me so I can help friends perform them.  I also keep an outdoorsman calendar that 

helps me recommend activities that are appropriate for when they are visiting.  Check to see if you have 

some extra equipment to share that will allow them to participate with you.  Licenses, when required, 

can often be purchased on a one-day or three-day basis to fit with the proposed length of your outing.   

During the summer I enjoy taking friends berry picking either as part of a favorite hike where I know 

berries will be or to U-pick locations.  Tasting some of the fruit they just picked on cereal or ice cream 

adds to eating pleasure and provides a topic of conversation both with you and later with their friends 

when they return home.  If fruit is not ripe when they visit, wildflowers are often in bloom somewhere.  

Try gathering things like wild asparagus, specific mushrooms, cattails or other unusual foods you gather 

as a hobby, or possibly pretty rocks, gems or minerals if this is your passion.  Walking on a beach to look 

for agates usually draws good reviews.  The trick is knowing where to take them for viewing or gathering 

when they visit, which might mean a scouting trip or two of your own.   

Renting a tandem bike and peddling along the waterfront generates positive feedback from many of my 

friends.  Others like going out in my canoe for a spin.  During the summer, I will often arm them with a 

fishing pole and challenge them to help catch dinner.  Incorporate your catch into plans for a picnic or 

outdoor barbeque including the catch. Some may wish to just sit on the beach getting a tan and 

watching you yank them in through binoculars you lend them? Your job is to catch enough for them too. 

Seattle has many parks and trails to enjoy.  Some of the parks have known entertainment as part of their 

facilities.  Green Lake has trails, tennis courts, soccer, outdoor basketball, wading pool, swimming beach, 

bike or skate rentals, and a 4-mile walking path along the lake shore as one example.  Downtown Seattle 

has an outdoor art walk plus the arboretum near University of Washington Campus is a great scenic 

walk.    Visit the Hiram Chittenden locks to see salmon coming in from salt water during the summer or 

take people to Seattle’s famous Pike Place Market.  Have a number of scenic locations picked out near 

you to give your guests some choices or possibly you will choose an activity that will involve a scenic 

drive before indulging in the activity that you suggest or you may have your own local attractions? 

Golf, tennis, pickleball or badminton are good choices for your physically fit friends or you may have a 

variety of inexpensive easy to execute games that may be suitable to play in your own back yard.  Taking 

your friends out to a salt water beach during low tide is always fun.  Clams and oysters are also tasty. 

I have attached an Outdoorsman calendar with suggested interests that I personally have in my 

companion articles.  Feel free to download and copy them.  Additional information for many hobbies 

can be found in my book store e-books.   Please modify my interests to those that you enjoy and take 

your friends along when you wish to go out.  You may find that they are willing companions for your 

future outings and that they thank you for teaching them a new hobby.  Going outdoors can be a lot of 

fun, so be generous and share the fun with friends.  They will thank you.   


