
SUNDAY DRIVE by Roger Urbaniak 

“Let’s go for a Sunday drive and we’ll have a picnic.”  Those were happy words to hear while I was 
growing up; they promised a fun day.  Sunday drives continue to work that way today.  The difference 
now is that my wife Linda and I take turns picking our destination and planning the trip.  With thought 
and planning, we encourage first time adventures, hope for wildlife encounters, and select, to some 
extent, scenery of our choosing.  We can even decide how much time it will take to do it all.  Our 
favorite drives are invariably on back roads.  We have learned from experience that the out of the 
ordinary will happen there most often, plus zigzagging reminds us that we are not in a hurry.  If a car 
comes up behind us, we simply pull over to let them pass.  A good drive shouldn’t be rushed.   

My plan for a Sunday drive this year will target viewing spring wildflowers and will involve revisiting 
familiar back roads near Cle Elum and Ellensburg.  While using under a tank of gas all day, we can head 
east on I-90 from Seattle, drive to Cle-Elum; follow the road to Wenatchee going north 3 miles, then 
turning left onto the Teanaway River Road.  Breathtaking scenery here includes upscale ranchettes and 
meadows along the Teanaway River, which then give way to rolling hills of pine and fir.   As we drive, we 
will begin our search for spring wildflowers, morel mushroom, plus we hope to see wildlife.   Deer, Elk, 
wild turkey, bear and grouse are relatively common.   One year ago a wolf pack den was discovered in 
the area.  In mid December, I was excited to discover one of their massive tracks while snowshoeing.   
Teanaway Country Store is always worth a gossip stop and a chance to stay current with the locals.      

Provided that we have not spent too much time searching for wildflowers or mushrooms, we will turn 
off near 29 Pines Campground onto Red Top Road, and then drive north to Red Top Mountain.   The 
mountain area will be a great place for lunch, while we admire the panoramic view over the valley.  We 
might even spend a few minutes searching for Ellensburg Blue agates.  The local rest area outhouse here 
is noteworthy, as it features a fancy chalet design, paying compliment to the spectacular view.   

A well maintained dirt road will lead us back to SR 97 where we plan to head south for a few miles, and 
then turn off at the town of Liberty.  Liberty has been, and still is, a gold mining area. The general store 
offers lots of gold mining souvenirs, art, crafts, plus needed supplies.  Liberty is but a short drive off the 
highway, yet we’ll likely see people working nearby streams in search of riches.   

From Liberty we will head south on SR 97 towards Ellensburg following Dry Creek and above ground 
abandoned, crop irrigation channels.  Before we reach Ellensburg, we intersect old highway 10, which 
will take us back to Cle Elum while following the Yakima River through another stretch of incredible 
scenery.  At Cle Elum, a stop at the bakery is a must, plus the sausage store across the street will tempt 
us.  Provided daylight is still good, we will choose the road just north of Mama Velones Restaurant to 
drive towards Roslyn, where we may stop to have hot cocoa and hamburgers, at the tavern made 
famous during filming of the television program Northern Exposure (1990-1995).    From here we will 
head straight south to intersect with I-90 at exit 80 and then finally head home.  It will have been a full 
day, lots to pleasant things to see, and a fun picnic.  All things that rate to make it a good Sunday drive. 

 

 


