
WASHINGTON’S OFF-ROAD SCENIC ATTRACTIONS-CENTRAL #2 by Roger Urbaniak 

My goal today is to give Outdoor Channel subscribers a glimpse of the sights and experiences available 
to you with my virtual drive through the central part of Washington State compiled using my first hand 
observations.  50+ years ago when I moved to Seattle from Michigan someone gave me a good tip.  They 
simply pointed out that there are two distinct parts of the state, separated by the Cascade Mountain 
range.  Western Washington has more rain, more greenery and milder winters.  Eastern Washington 
was dryer, sunnier, colder winters, warmer summers, plus wide-open space with sagebrush and 
farmlands. Today my virtual driving tour will explore a drive to the dryer, central part of Washington- 
possibly in your own future one-day trip. 

Heading east on I-90 towards Snoqualmie Pass starts you off almost instantly with pleasant scenery.   
Jagged mountain views are in the distance when you turn off near North Bend to explore Snoqualmie 
Falls, an old railroad train ride in Snoqualmie plus historical highlights celebrating logging in the area.  
Continuing past the ski slopes, Keechelus Dam (headwaters of the Yakima River), and newly constructed 
animal overpass near milepost 62, you arrive at Exit 80. Exiting here would take you to the historic town 
of Roslyn where a TV program, Northern Exposure, was filmed plus newly developed Suncadia resort.  
Just past Cle Elum take SR 97, exit 85 towards Bluet Pass and in a few miles pass a favorite turnoff that, if 
you take it, would lead you along the Teanaway River to my favorite wildflower, grouse, wild turkey and 
mushroom areas.  If you drive perhaps another 10 miles on SR 97 turn right to the gold mining/tourist 
town of Liberty.  Several goldminers are still working the area.  Near the top of Bluet Pass is a turnoff to 
Red top Road, where rock hounds seek valuable Ellensburg Blue Agate.   When you arrive at the SR-2 
intersection, a left turn would take you to the historic Bavarian style town of Leavenworth. Your right 
turn takes you along the Wenatchee River towards Wenatchee. Admire the rapids here as whitewater 
rafting trips can be a lot of fun in summer.  Your scenic drive takes you past lots of cherry and apple 
orchards plus it has cliffs on both sides tall enough to support skiing at Mission Ridge.  Just before 
Wenatchee you will see signs to Ohme Garden, an interesting, a must-see detour, if time permits.   

Continuing on through Wenatchee on SR-2 we pass Rocky Ford Dam and shortly afterwards a turn to a 
favorite camping and wildflower area along Moses Coulee.  Shortly after crossing the Columbia River on 
SR 2 is a turn off to Crescent Bar where a golf course and vacation community was developed, mostly on 
leased land.  In a few more miles you come to the town of Quincy where Microsoft and others 
developed massive computer networks to support their cloud work, taking advantage of the inexpensive 
hydroelectric power available here generated by Columbia River Dams.  

 If time permits, continue east to Moses Lake.  You could enjoy Mexican food from El Rodeo restaurant 
to go and dine at a picnic table on the lake shore as you admire ducks and geese.  While you are in 
Moses Lake visit a real estate development roughly 1 mile south of the state park on the west shoreline.  
Roughly 10 years ago a developer dredged and shaped several canals connected to the lake in an effort 
to create building lots with waterfront.  Shortly after the development started, I considered purchasing a 
lot for $50,000 but held off.  Three years later the last of the lots were selling for over $200,000.   
Someday I will learn.   Fifty years earlier a similar project was developed as Bellevue’s Newport Shores 
with similar demand and rapid inflation.  

  



Keep an eye out for wild asparagus growing along wetland areas when you drive during May or June and 
bring some of these tasty treats home.  Fresh picked asparagus is markedly sweeter than that you will 
find days later on store shelves. Farmers between Moses Lake and George post crop names of what they 
are growing on fence lines along the freeway to help us identify their crops.  These same farmers drag 
irrigation circle equipment close to the freeway during the winter by using their self-contained circle 
irrigation wheels.  They then use their electrical outlets to display unique Christmas light displays.   

 

Near Vantage as we approach the Columbia a wild horse statue fits nicely on the stark hillside 
overlooking the river.  Just below the recently repaired Wanapum Dam has a visitor center well worth 
touring. Vantage visitor center contains excellent agate and petrified wood display plus an access path 
to some pictographs just below the visitor center.  Roughly 3 miles east of Vantage on old US 10 an 
exhibit with a large collection of petrified wood is available to see with a self-guided walking tour. Near 
the freeway in Ellensburg you may wish to stop for ice cream cones during the summer to make the 
drive home a bit more fun.  You likely covered roughly 400 miles on our drive today but, after an early 
start, should still get home in time for dinner and the ice cream cone should tide you over until then.                                      


